
 
 
 
 
Background Documents and Internet Sites 
 
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 
 
Agenda 21: Programme of action for sustainable development: Rio declaration on 
environment and development: Statement of  forest principles: the final text of agreements 
negotiated by governments at the United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development (UNCED), 3-14 June 1992, Rio de Janiero, Brazil.  New York : United Nations 
Department of Public Information, 1993 
http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/agenda21text.htm 
 
Caring for the earth: a strategy for sustainable living. D Munro D and W Martin. Gland 
(Switzerland): IUCN, UNEP and WWF, 1991 

Our common future. World Commission on Environment and Development. Oxford : Oxford 
University Press, 1987 

 
United Nations Organisations 
 
United Nations Environment Programme 
http://www.un.org/unep 
 
Commission for Sustainable Development 
http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/csd.htm 
 
Division for Sustainable Development Agenda 21  
http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/agenda21.htm 
 
Sustainable Cities Programme (SCP) United Nations Centre for Human Settlements  
http://www.unchs.org/unon/unchs/scp/ 
 
The Urban Management Programme (UMP)  
http://www.hsd.ait.ac.th/ump/ump.html  
 
Agenda 21, Local Agenda 21 and ESD in APEC Economies 
Implementation of Agenda 21 in China: institutions and obstacles Lin Gan. Environmental 
politics Spring1999 8(1): 318-326  

Environmental education and sustainable consumption: the case of Mexico Edgar 
Gonzalez-Gaudiano. Canadian journal of environmental education  1999, 4: 176-193  

 
Further reading and internet sites 

 



Vision 2020 : strategies for a sustainable community. Regional Municipality of Hamilton-
Wentworth. Hamilton Ontario : Hamilton-Wentworth Regional Council, 1998 
http://www.hamilton-went.on.ca/vis2020/ 

Implementing China's Agenda 21: from national strategy to local action Gan Lin. Impact 
assessment and project appraisal December  1998 16(4): 277-288  

Localizing Agenda 21 in small cities in Kenya, Morocco and Vietnam Raf Tuts. Environment 
and urbanization October 1998 10(2): 175-190  

Chimbote's  Local  Agenda  21:  initiatives  to support its development and implementation 
Maria Elena Foronda. Environment and urbanization October 1998 10(2): 129-138  

Everything you wanted to ask about ESD.... but were afraid of the answer  R Griffith. 
Windsor NSW : Hawkesbury-Nepean Catchment Management Trust, 1998 

Aboriginal  treaty rights and aboriginal participation: essential elements of sustainable forest 
management. Peggy Smith. Forest chronicles May-Jun 1998 74(3): 327-334 

The role of traditional ecological knowledge in managing for biodiversity Charlene Higgins. 
Forest chronicles May-Jun 1998 74(3): 323-327  

Pathways to sustainability: local initiatives for cities and towns. Pathways to Sustainability 
International Conference. Newcastle : Newcastle City Council, 1997 

Effective participatory urban management : proceedings of the Regional Policy Seminar on 
Effective Participatory Urban Management, Shanghai, 7-9 November 1996. CITYNET, 
ESCAP, UMPA, PGSM, 1997.  

Guidelines on the participatory approach to urban environmental management. Bangkok : 
ESCAP, 1996. 

Urban forums: report and proceedings of the workshop on the use of urban forums as 
consultative mechanisms for urban planning and policy making, Bangkok, 19-21 September 
1995.  Bangkok : ESCAP, 1996. 

Living in Asian cities: the impending crisis : causes, consequences and alternatives for the 
future: report of the Second Asia-Pacific Urban Forum. Bangkok : ESCAP, 1996. 

Our city, our future : strategy for the future of Wellington Wellington City Council. 
Wellington NZ : the Council, (1997?) 
http://www.wcc.govt.nz/aboutwcc/documents/current/ocof/ 

Sustainability and local environments: myths, models & milestones : papers presented to 
Environs Australia's 2nd national conference November 1996. Melbourne : Environs 
Australia, 1996. 

Progress on China's Agenda 21.  Beijing : [Administrative Centre for China's Agenda 21], 
1996.  

Mobilizing youth for sustainability: some Canadian initiatives. Bindu Dhaliwal.  Nature & 
resources 1996 32(3): 12-15  

China's Agenda 21: a critique Ian Bradbury and Richard Kirkby.  Applied geography April 
1996 16(2): 97-108  



Assessment  of  UN agency interest areas regarding environmental activities in Indonesia 
Frank-Martin Meyer and J. R. E Harger. Chemosphere November 1996 33(9): 1841-1865  

Housing rehabilitation, Beijing China. International Council for Local Environmental 
Initiatives (ICLEI). Toronto: ICLEI World Secretariat, (1996?) ICLEI case study series no.13 

Local Agenda 21: practical experiences and emerging issues from the South.  Pratibha 
Mehta. Environmental impact assessment review July-November 1996 16(4-6): 309-321  

National local sustainability survey : local government in Australia and local agenda 21 
Stella Whittaker for Environs Australia and the Local Government Environment Network. 
Melbourne : Environs Australia, 1996  

Australia and the South Pacific: implementing the UNCED oceans agenda Anthony Bergin 
and Frances B Michaelis. Marine policy January 1996 20(1): 47-63  

Good practices of local sustainable development in China edited by the Administrative Centre 
for China's Agenda 21.[Beijing : 1996]  

From sustainable development objectives to indicators of progress: options for New Zealand 
communities Paul Parker. New Zealand geographer October 1995 51(2): 50-58  

Prospects for conservation in China Ian Bradbury and Richard Kirkby. ECOS  1995 16(3/4): 
64-72  

National agenda for Australian local government.  Canberra : Australian Local Government 
Association, November 1995. 

Changes in water resources administration in Latin America Terence R Lee. Natural 
resources forum August 1995 19(3): 243-249  

Integrated water resources management in Asia and the Pacific UNEP/UN Economic and 
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific Water Resources Series No. 75   

Brief introduction to China's Agenda 21 formulation Zhen Sun. Environmental governance in 
the Pacific East-West Center and others. Honolulu : East West Center, 1994: 27-29 

Urbanisation in Asia and the Pacific : proceedings of the ministerial conference on 
urbanisation in Asia and the Pacific, Bangkok. 27 October to 2 November 1993. Bangkok : 
ESCAP. 1994 

Agenda 21 quarterly. Melbourne : Public Affairs Branch, Department of Planning and 
Development, 1994+  

Priority programme for China's Agenda 21 : first tranche   State Planning Commission, State 
Science and Technology Commission. Beijing : Administrative Centre for China's Agenda 21, 
1994.  

Sustainable development and Canadian cities : current initiatives. Ray Tomalty and David 
Pell. Ottawa: Canadian Global Change Program Secretariat. 1994  

Environmental management. International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives 
(ICLEI). Toronto : ICLEI World Secretariat. ICLEI case study series no.10. Case study is from 
Ottawa 

National action plan for Agenda 21. Government of Japan. [1993]  



Environmental policy review of 15 Canadian municipalities.  Paule Ouellet. Toronto : 
Intergovernmental Committee on Urban and Regional Research , 1993 

Housing construction. International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives 
(ICLEI).Toronto: ICLEI World Secretariat ICLEI case study series no.5. Case study is from 
Austin, TX.  

Securing the future : a guide to Agenda 21. New Zealand Ministry for the Environment. 
Wellington, N.Z. : Ministry for the Environment, 1993.  

Modelling quality of life indicators in Canada : a pilot test of quality of life indicators in 
Toronto. Lisa Salsberg and others. Toronto : Healthy City Office, 1993  

Sustaining local communities : part of a local Agenda 21 program for Australia prepared for 
Municipal  Conservation Association by Deni Greene and Mary Crooks. North Carlton, Vic. : 
Deni Greene Consulting Services, 1993.  

Proceedings of the ESCAP/CITYNET regional seminar-cum-study visit on final disposal of 
solid wastes. Bangkok : ESCAP, 1993. 

Various reports on local authorities in peninsular Malaysia.  Malaysia. Department of Local 
Government. Jakarta : Ministry of Housing and Local Government, 1994 

Sustainable development, cities and local government: dilemmas and definitions Raymond 
Fowke and DK Prasad. Australian planner 1996 33(2): 61-66 

Local government in Asia and the Pacific : a comparative analysis of fifteen countries. Kevin 
Sproats. Bangkok : ESCAP, [1996?] (http://www.unescap.org/huset/lgstudy/comparison.html 
Individual country reports available only online at 
((http://www.unescap.org/huset/lgstudy/ 

Local environs Quarterly newsletter of Environs Australia.  Melbourne : Environs Australia, 
1989 + 
also available online at http://www.environs.org.au 

Our community our future : a guide to local agenda 21. [Canberra : Environment Australia], 
1999.  
http://www.environment.gov.au/psg/igu/local.html#la21manual 

Agenda 21 : sustainable development. Canberra : Dept of the Environment, Sport and 
Territories, 1996.  

Australia's report to the UNCSD on the implementation of Agenda 21 1995 - Canberra : 
Australian Government Publishing Service, 1995 -  

Local global : managing for the future : a local government guide : local Agenda 21. 
Canberra : Department of Environment, Sport and Territories, 1994. Project of the Municipal 
Conservation Association of Victoria.  

National strategy for ecologically sustainable development. Council of Australian 
Governments. Canberra : Australian Government Publishing Service, 1992 

Inter-governmental agreement on the environment : agreement between the Federal 
Government and States and Territories.  Council of Australian Governments. Canberra : 
Australian Government Publishing Service, 1992 



Ecologically sustainable development and Local Agenda 21 Environment Australia . This 
website contains links to national and international Local Agenda 21 sites 
http://www.environment.gov.au/igu/ 

Local Agenda 21 and Sustainability.  CouncilNet.  This website contains links to other Local 
Agenda 21 sites and some specific examples of Local Agenda 21 work 
http://www.environs.org.au 

 

Building Partnerships 
How to get the best out of planning: a guide to facilitating meetings. Victoria. Department of 
Infrastructure. Melbourne : the Department, 1997 

Partnership for change: practical examples of Agenda 21 follow up:  Norway’s special report 
to Earth Summit+5, the special session of the UN General Assembly to review and appraise 
the implementation of Agenda 21  
www.grida.no/prog/norway/ungass/index.htm 

Public participation  Adrian Atkinson. Bangkok : Thailand Environment Institute, 1996 

What we need is ...a community education project: an eight step guide to running a 
community education project. NSW Environment Protection Authority and Department of 
Land and Water Conservation Chatswood NSW : EPA, 1997 

Community-based environmental protection: a resource book for protecting ecosystems and 
communities  US Environmental Protection Agency. Washington DC : USEPA, 1997 

The community participation handbook: resources for public involvement in the planning 
process.  Wendy Sarkissian and Donald Perlgut. St Kilda : Impact Press, 1986 

Community participation in practice: handbook, 2nd ed. Wendy Sarkissian and Kevin Walsh.  
Murdoch WA : Institute for Science and Technology policy, 1994 

Australian community development: ideas, skills and values for the 90’s John Ward.  
Bentleigh Vic : Community Quarterly, 1995 

Facilitative and effective management skills for local government: ideals, principles and 
practices for the productive 90’s: an Australian community development resource book. John 
Ward.  Oakleigh Vic : Partnership Press, 1993 

 

Examples of Local Agenda 21 Initiatives  
Local Agenda 21 initiative. International Council on Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) 
http://www.iclei.org/iclei/la21.htm 

Case studies on the Local Agenda 21 process ICLEI http://www.iclei.org/csdcases/la21int.htm  

Local Agenda 21 Network news.  ICLEI.  Toronto: ICLEI. 1994 - 
Also available online at the ICLEI site 

The Local Agenda 21 planning guide:  an introduction to sustainable development planning. 
ICLEI, International Research Centre and United Nations Environment Programme. Toronto : 
ICLEI, 1996   



Local sustainability: European good practice information. EURONET and ICLEI . Presents 
case studies of sustainability projects by European local authorities 
http://www.cities21.com/coldfus/citylist.dbm 

Barcelona Declaration, 1999.  International Union of Local Government Authorities 
www.iula.org/ 

Action Towards Local Sustainability. European Commission.  A European project helping 
local authorities to improve quality of life in their communities through sustainable 
development. The website contains policy guidance, case studies, tools and techniques for local 
sustainable development 
 http://www.sustainability.org.uk 

Local Agenda 21 UK web site from Improvement and Development Agency for Local 
Government, London 
http://www.la21-uk.org.uk 

Green communities : on the path to becoming a green community.  United States 
Environmental Protection Agency web page 
www.epa.gov/region03/greenkit/index.html 

Report of the Commissioner for the Environment and Sustainable Development, 
Commissioner for the Environment and Sustainable Development (1998) see: 
www.oagbvg.gc.ca/domino/reports.nsf/html/c800me.html 

Local government environment yearbook. Environs Australia Melbourne : Executive Media, 
1997+ 

Local initiatives #1. International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI). 
Toronto: ICLEI, 1993?  This collection of 37 project summaries presents innovative efforts of 
ICLEI member  municipalities during the 1991-1992 period 

Towards sustainable development for local authorities: approaches, experiences and sources. 
M Mehra and A Jorgensen. Copenhagen : European Environment Agency, 1997  
http://themes.eea.eu.int:80/showpage.php/improvement/management?pg=40495 

Sustainable local communities: some model approaches to strategy development. Local 
Government Management Board.  LGMB Publications, UK (1998) 

Local Agenda 21 case studies: case studies of work for local sustainability.  Local 
Government Management Board. LGMB Publications, UK(1997) 

Environment and urbanization. International Institute for Environment and Development 
(IIED). London :  IIED, 1989+. 2 per year 

Planning for sustainability at the local government level Jeb Brugmann. Environmental 
impact assessment review July-November 1996 16(4-6): 363-380  

The nature of sustainable development, 2nd ed. Sharon Beder. Newnham Vic : Scribe 
Publications, 1996  

Global action on Local Agenda 21  MacLeod, Kirsteen  IDRC Reports, 1996  

Report on the implementation of the national strategy for ecologically sustainable 
development 1993-1995. Intergovernmental Committee for Ecologically Sustainable 
Development. Canberra : Department of the Environment, Sport and Territories, 1996 



First steps: Local Agenda 21 in practice: municipal strategies for sustainability as presented 
to Global Forum 94 in Manchester. Stella Whittaker, ed. London : HMSO 1995  

Local government development and the sustainability of human settlements: a local 
authority perspective on the implementation of chapter VII of Agenda 21.  ICLEI and 
International Unions of Local Authorities.  [Toronto? : ICLEI?], 1994 

Local environment  London : Carfax, 1996+ 

Towards local sustainable development:  a toolkit of strategies : an integrated environmental 
management manual.  National Local Government Environmental Resource Network and 
Department of Housing and Regional Development. Canberra : DHRD, 1996 

Environmental and urban management: a regional framework for action:  leadership 
seminar on environmental and urban management, Nik Hashim Hj. Ibrahim, Institute of 
Sultan Iskandar, Johor, August 1993. 

International City/County Management Association (ICMA) 
ICMA is the professional and educational association for more than 8,000 appointed 
administrators and assistant administrators serving cities, countries, other local governments, 
and regional entities around the world 
www.icma.org  

Implementing sustainable development: experiences and recommendations from national 
and regional consultations for the Rio+5 forum. The Earth Council, 1997 
http://www.ecouncil.ac.cr/rio/pregeoindex.htm  

Centre for Excellence for Sustainable Development.  United States Department of Energy site  
http://www.sustainable.doe.gov/  

Ontario Round Table on Environment and Economy Sustainable Communities Resource 
Package. Ontario Ministry of Environment and Energy 
http://www.web.net/ortee/scrp/index.html 

United States Environmental Protection Agency Green Communities web page provides 
guidance on how to develop a vision statement. 
http://www.epa.gov/region03/greenkit/3intro.htm 

 

Indicators 
Forum: the ecological footprint.  Ecological economics March 2000 32(3): 341-394 

Proceedings of the national workshop on indicators of catchment health held in Adelaide, 
December 1996. DJ Reuter, ed. [Adelaide?: CSIRO?] 1997 

Ecological footprints of nations: how much nature do they consume? Mathis Wackernagel. 
Mexico City, Centre for Sustainability Studies, 1997 

Listening to the land: a directory of community environmental monitoring groups in 
Australia. Jason Alexandra, Sandra Haffenden and Australian Conservation Foundation, 
Alexandra J, Haffenden S and Terry White. Melbourne : Australian Conservation Foundation, 
1996 

Our ecological footprint : reducing human impact on the earth.  Mathis Wackernagel and 
William E Rees.  Philadelphia PA : New Society Publishers, 1996 



Hart Environmental Data contains detailed discussion and examples of indicators of 
sustainability. There is also a suggested process for their development 
http://www.subjectmatters.com/indicators/HTMLSrc 

Sustainable Seattle is a community project which has involved the development and 
publicising of a list of 40 indicators of that community’s sustainability. Although not developed 
in relation to a local government, they are a good example of the types of indicators which can 
be developed and the way that they can be reported. http://www.scn.org/sustainable/ 

United States Environmental Protection Agency Green Communities webpage discusses 
various types of indicators, how to select indicators, and how to use and report on them. It also 
contains links to other indicator web sites and references 
http://www.epa.gov/region03/greenkit/indicator.htm 

 

State of the Environment Reporting 
Choosing and using environmental indicators. Ian Heath.  Deakin ACT : Australian Local 
Government Association, 1999 

Environmental guidelines: state of the environment reporting by local government : 
promoting ecologically sustainable development. New South Wales. Department of Local 
Government.  Bankstown NSW : the Department, 1998.  Also online at 
http://www.dlg.nsw.gov.au/soe99.pdf 

Core environmental indicators for reporting on state of the environment : discussion paper 
for public comment. ANZECC State of Environment Reporting Task Force.  Canberra : 
ANZECC, 1998.  Also online at 
http://www.environment.gov.au/soe/envindicators/anzecc..doc 

Environmental indicators for reporting at local, state and national levels: final consulting 
report to the Commonwealth State of the Environment Reporting Unit. Jason Alexandra and 
Terry White. Deakin  ACT: Australian Local Government Association, 1997 

Towards better practice state of the environment reporting: proceedings of a National 
Environmental Law Association seminar. Rosemary Cousin and Christian Fabricius, eds. 
Australian environmental law news, June-July 1997  2: insert  

Discussion paper: reform of the state of the environment reporting provisions of the Local 
Government Act 1993. NSW Department of Local Government,  1997 
http://www.dlg.nsw.gov.au/soe.pdf 

Approaches to state of the environment management: looking for sustainability? any door 
will do! Terry White. Sustainability and local environments: myths, models and milestones : 
papers presented to Environs Australia's 2nd national conference, November 1996.  Melbourne : 
Environs Australia, 1996:  

The Commonwealth Government of Australia Environmental Indicators Report series : 

Environmental indicators for national state of the environment reporting : biodiversity. 
Denis Saunders, Chris Margules and Burke Hill.  Canberra : Environment Australia, 1998 
http://www.environment.gov.au/soe/envindicators/biodiver.pdf 



Environmental indicators for national state of the environment reporting : estuaries and the 
sea. Trevor Ward, Edward Butler and Burke Hill. Canberra: Environment Australia, 1998. 
http://www.environment.gov.au/soe/envindicators/estuaries.pdf 

Environmental indicators for national state of the environment reporting: human 
settlements. Peter Newton and others. Canberra : Environment Australia, 1998 
http://www.environment.gov.au/soe/envindicators/humset.pdf 

Environmental indicators for national state of the environment reporting : inland waters. 
Peter G Fairweather and Gillian M Napier. Canberra : Environment Australia, 1998 
http://www.environment.gov.au/soe/envindicators/inland.pdf 

Environmental indicators for national state of the environment reporting : local and 
community uses. Jason Alexandra, John Higgins and Terry White. Canberra : Environment 
Australia, 1998 
http://www.environment.gov.au/soe/envindicators/community.pdf 

Environmental indicators for national state of the environment reporting : natural and 
cultural heritage. Michael Pearson. Canberra : Environment Australia, 1998 
http://www.environment.gov.au/soe/envindicators/natural.pdf 

Environmental indicators for national state of the environment reporting : the atmosphere.  
MJ Manton and JD Jasper. Canberra : Environment Australia, 1998 
http://www.environment.gov.au/soe/envindicators/atmos.pdf 

Environmental indicators for national state of the environment reporting : the land.  Ann 
Hamblin. Canberra : Environment Australia, 1998 
http://www.environment.gov.au/soe/envindicators/land.pdf 

 

Environmental Management Systems and ISO 14000 
Australian/New Zealand standards for environmental management systems:   

ISO 14001: environmental management systems: specification with guidance for use. 
Standards Association of Australia Joint Technical Committee QR/11. Sydney : Standards 
Australia, 1996 

ISO 14004: environmental management systems: general guidelines on principles, systems 
and supporting techniques. Standards Association of Australia Joint Technical Committee 
QR/11. Sydney : Standards Australia, 1996 

ISO 14010: guidelines for environmental auditing : general principles. Standards Association 
of Australia Joint Technical Committee QR/11. Sydney : Standards Australia, 1996 

ISO 14011: guidelines for environmental auditing : audit procedures : auditing of 
environmental management systems. Standards Association of Australia Joint Technical 
Committee QR/11. Sydney : Standards Australia, 1996 

ISO 14012: guidelines for environmental auditing : qualification criteria for environmental 
auditors. Standards Association of Australia Joint Technical Committee QR/11. Sydney : 
Standards Australia, 1996 



ISO 14031: environmental management: environmental performance evaluation: guidelines. 
Standards Association of Australia Joint Technical Committee QR/11. Sydney : Standards 
Australia, 1999 

A model approach to EMS.  Lisa Florian. Australian local government environment yearbook 
1997.   Melbourne : Executive Media, 1996: 44 

EMS for the sustainability-seeking council.  Phillip Sutton.  Australian local government 
environment yearbook 1997.  Melbourne : Executive Media, 1996: 45-49 

Managing the environment : a practical guide for local government to environmental 
management systems and ISO14001.  Mary Maher and Associates and others.  Deakin : 
Australian Local Government Association, 1996 

Attending to the environment: a manual for contract specifications  Melbourne : Environs 
Australia, 1996 

Approaches to environmental management at the Australian local government level: 
initiatives and limitations.  D Mercer, M Keen and J Woodfull. Environmental politics 
Spring1994 3(1):  43-67 

A guide to integrated local area planning : ideas for integrated local planning.  
Canberra : Australian Local Government Association, 1993. 

Environmental management: a guide for local government in NSW  Australian Institute of 
Environmental Health. Leichhardt NSW : AIEH, 1993 


	Background Documents and Internet Sites
	United Nations Organisations
	Agenda 21, Local Agenda 21 and ESD in APEC Economies
	Building Partnerships
	Examples of Local Agenda 21 Initiatives
	Indicators
	State of the Environment Reporting
	Environmental Management Systems and ISO 14000

