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TOWNSVILLE has yet
another conference
feather in its cap, with
the announcement yes-
terday that the city will
host the 2006 Internat-
ional Ecotourism Con-
ference next November.
‘More than 500 del-

nd:.overseas are ex-
pected to attend.

“Ecotourism Australia -
h

irwoman Clare
/ ane made the
venue ‘announcement

at the close of the 2005

national conference in
Hobart yesterday.

She told the audience,
including Townsville
Deputy Mayor Ann
Bunnell, that the un-
selfishness of Towns-
ville’s winning bid
pilayed a major role in
awarding the internat-
ional conference to the
capital of North
Queensland.

“One of the 2005 high-
lights for our Aust-
ralian conference here
has been taking del-
egates out to the sur-
rounding regions in
Tasmania to immerse
themselves in the en-
vironment and sites rel-
evant to conference
topics,” Ms McFarlane
said. :

“Townsville in. their
bid showed their com-
mitment and capacity

to include a similar

format in 2006 with
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many options for en-
gaging surrounding
areas.”

Ms McFarlane said
this would provide a sig-
nificant boost to local
communities and re-

‘gions.-

One of the main lob-
byists for the confer-
ence, Townsville Enter-
prise CEO Glenys

Schuntner, said Eco-

tourism Australia’s

CEO Stephen Pahl
would visit Townsville
this month to look at
venue operations and
discuss the conference

‘program. -

Talking to the
Townsville Bulletin
after the announce-
ment, Ms Schuntner
opened up on the sub-
ject of Townsville’s

~growing reputation asa

conference venue, both

nationally and inter-
nationally.

“I expect great ad-
vances in 2006 in this
area,” she said.

“We are already talk-
ing to the developers of
the Ocean Terminal
precinct about the
possibility of expanding
the current facilities
and the convention and
entertainment centre.”

“This is an important
strategy, because
almost all- successful
conference venues are
centrally-located near
hotels and CBDs. With
that in mind, it would
not be easy in the pres-
ent booming property
climate to create venue
sites that would be im-
mediately viable,” Ms
Schuntner said.

She said the time was
not far off when new fa-
cilities would be ur-
gently needed, but the
key word was flexibility
in those places attract-
ing all sorts and sizes of
visiting groups.

She emphasised that
she did not at any time
in the future see various
conference venues in
direct constant compet-
ition, with a possible
threat to viability of one
or another operation.

“I see the growth of
the venues for this in-
dustry as complement-
ing and enhancing one
another to the overall
benefit of the twin cities

“and the-Tegion,” she

said”
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